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At the beginning of 2006, | was very uncertain
of the road in front of me. As the Psalmist says: ‘I
lift up my eyes to the hills, where does my help
come from?” (Psalm 121:1) In fact, it has been a
very bumpy road. Now | am reaching the end of the
year and my heart shouts, “My help comes from the
Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth!”

At the end of last year, the Lord provided me
with a full time job at Hope Mission. | have really
enjoyed my work and ministry at this Christian
organization serving the homeless and poor in
Edmonton.

It has been a great challenge juggling between
work, family and ministry. Preparation for Children’s
Ministry every Sunday required many sleepless
Saturday nights. However, the Lord always
comforted me. The faithfulness, cooperation and
support from the directors and teachers kept me
going every Sunday. The Lord provided the
curriculum for the Higher Zone tutoring program
through Jackie Chau. He brought new talented
teachers to join the ministry team. There is the
caring support of Mrs. Fung, who brings me coffee
almost every Sunday morning! To all the directors
and teachers, | am grateful for your great love for

the children. You worked so hard to guide the
children in God's truth and fill the holes in the roads
they travel at the same time.

At the start of this year, | didn’'t think that |
would be able to organize the children’s summer
program anymore. However, the Lord had a better
plan. My manager at the Hope Mission allowed me
to take days off to serve at the summer programs.
More than that, the Lord provided Winnie Law to
direct the program. Organizing summer programs



requires many hours of planning. With a full
time job, | couldn’'t do all the preparation
anymore. Discovering Winnie's gifts in
leadership, administration and organization
has been a thrilling and encouraging
experience. Winnie and her sister Grace
were two of the children in the summer
program 14 years ago. Grace designed,
taught and directed an excellent Arts day
camp. Their dedication to making the
children’s summer program a life-changing
experience completely inspired me. It is a
wonderful, humbling and rewarding
experience to discover so many young
talents. May the Lord raise many more
leaders from our church!

The summer programs also wouldn’t
have been successful without all the
teachers. Sarah Li knows how much |
depended on her for administrative
support. Dorothy Fung’s teaching was one
of the main pillars of the summer program.
The Lord provided the resources and Sue
Lim arrived in time to fill any gaps.

When the Bible contest came around, |
thought it was impossible for me to assist
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the children for it. But when a child wants
so much to learn God’s word, how can | not
give up my sleeping time? | decided to give
it all. We joined the race late. The Lord
took my little gift of time to bless the
children and me. It was amazing to see
how much young children can remember
and apply God’s teaching! This couldn’t
have happened without their parents’
support. Nan Jiang also helped with the
costumes and Patrick Fung drilled the
children every Sunday.

But this year was also very sad
because of the passing of our co-worker,
Mr. Samuel Wong. Uncle Sam was always
there when we took the children for field
trips. He was there to give children
popsicles on many Sundays. Moreover, he
knew how much children need a godly man
to guide their spiritual journeys. We pray in
faith that his legacy will inspire many more
Christian men to make godly impacts on
young lives.

My husband and children helped me
very much in all my endeavours. They were
always very understanding and
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independent when | had no more time or
energy left for them. In spite of that, the
Lord always blessed my children’s
schooling and gifted them with many
talents.

I encountered many, many other
challenges this year and thank God for all
the brothers and sisters who lifted me up
when | was discouraged and too weak to
continue. No word can express my
gratitude for their loving kindness. As a
result, my love for God’s church and people
has grown even more. May the Lord use
my family and | to bless all of you!

2006 has been full of ups and downs. |
proclaim that “the Lord will not let my foot
slip. The Lord will keep me from all harm —
he will watch over my life; the Lord will
watch over my coming and going both now
and forevermore.” (Psalm 121)

I know the coming new year of 2007
will be an even rockier road. | will hold on
to God’s promises in Psalm 121. Let us
love one another and support each other
even more in our journey of faith!
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As the Holy Season of Christmas
approaches, and we celebrate the birth of
our Savior and Lord, our family would like
to extend to each family in our church
family, a hearty and sincere Merry
Christmas! May God richly bless you this
holiday season, and throughout the New
Year. May He guide you in all your ways
as you seek His kingdom and His
righteousness.
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There were many exciting times and
events in our life & ministry in 2006. In
April, Vanessa and | celebrated 10 years of
marriage - what a wonderful gift that God
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has given us in our relationship. Much of
the spring was consumed with preparations
for my ordination council, which was held
on May 26. My ordination paper, outlining
theological understandings and philosophy
of pastoral ministry, was (finally!)
completed on time and acceptably. | was
privileged to be examined by an ordination
council of 7 wise, mature pastors and
church leaders (including our own Rev.
Ng!), who asked me difficult questions
about life and ministry, and finally declared
me acceptable for Christian ordination.
The ordination service and celebration on
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June 24 was a joyous occasion which | was
honored to be able to share with so many
of you, as well as family and friends.
Ordination is something which only
happens once, and from my personal
perspective as your pastor, it was an
incredible privilege, honor, and highlight of
the year.

In May, we celebrated the joining of
Mark Maney and Charlotte Dickau in
Christian marriage - the first Caucasian
couple to be married within our church!
What a joy it has been to watch their
relationship grow and develop over the
past few years, and to see them embark on
the adventure of a married life together!
We are now looking forward to Stephen
and Carla’s wedding in May 2007, and the
marriage of Michael Brown and Lily Ma,
who have also been recently engaged.

Another highlight of 2006 was the
church-wide mission to Rae-Edzo, NWT.
The mission trip was the culmination of
God’s leading, beginning in October 2005.
We brought a team of 14 members from
ECBC to partner with TIi-Cho Christian
Fellowship, the Southern Baptist church in
Rae, a native community an hour outside of
Yellowknife. What an amazing experience
it was for the whole team! We served, we
worked hard, we loved and cared. We
were honored to withess one conversion
during our time in Rae, and to see many
lives impacted with the love of Jesus
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Christ. We are looking forward to having a
team return to Rae in August 2007 to build
upon the work done last summer, and to
continue what we pray is a long-term
partnership  with  TIi-Cho Christian
Fellowship and its pastors, David Shed and
James McCray. Perhaps this year, God is
calling YOU to join the mission team! If so,
I look forward to serving alongside you.

Other ministry highlights from 2006
included: attending IMB Strategy
Coordinator Training in Cochrane in
January; leading Sunday school classes
with our English youth on “The Case for a
Creator” in the spring; being part of a large
group from ECBC at the CCSB’s Alberta
Student Winter Retreat in February; taking
a group of youth to Calgary for a retreat at
the end of August; the baptism of Nathan
Chan in April; leading a Bible Study
Leaders’ Training class this fall; and
welcoming Pastor Shuquan Nie to ECBC's
pastoral staff in October!

The hardest part of 2006 was the
passing of Sam Wong. We all love Mr.
Wong dearly, and it hurt so much to see
this strong, vibrant servant of Christ slowly
pass away in the hospital this fall. There is
a hole in our church, and we all miss Sam
very much. Still, I know that our own grief
at Sam’s death is small compared to the
grief of his family - Alice, Danny, and
Katherine. We have lost a beloved brother
in Christ - they are grieving the death of a

husband and father. Knowing how much it
hurts us, we know how much more it hurts
for the family. Death is not pleasant, and
we always wonder “why?”

As we look towards 2007, we
continue to seek God’'s guidance and
leadership, and His direction for the future
of the English ministry. We look forward to
seeing the birth of new believers; we
anticipate the creation of new small groups.
We look forward to two summer missions
projects this year - the church-wide trip to
Rae-Edzo, and an English youth mission
trip to inner-city Winnipeg. Most of all, we
simply pray that God will continue to build
His Church, and that we won't get in the
way of His work. We pray for the growth of
believers within the English congregation -
especially that all would become more
“grounded” in God's Word. We pray for
evangelistic growth - that members will go
forth and share their faith, making disciples
of friends and neighbors. And we pray that
God will find us faithful, and be able to
speak of us, “Well done, good and faithful
servant.”

Again, as we approach Christmas,
may you keep your focus upon Jesus
Christ, and seek to love and serve Him
fully. May God be pleased with our lives of
worship and service to Him, as we glorify
His name and further His kingdom. Merry
Christmas!
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